Changing technology in health: product liability.
Greater health consumer awareness and increasing levels of concern for the rights of patients have led to patient care technology being more strictly regulated. This article analyses both the general law issues and the particular statutes that will be of relevance to those involved in evaluating and implementing such technologies. There are three main elements to this analysis. Firstly, there is the issue of liability for a product fault, which will in many cases be directed by legislation back to the manufacturer of the goods. Secondly, those involved in placement of patient care technology should be aware of anti-discrimination legislation when making placement decisions. Finally, occupational health and safety legislation sets minimum standards for technology used in healthcare facilities. The author suggests ways of complying with the laws for each regulatory regime.